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This dissertation undertakes an interdisciplinary examination of the town of
Dumbraveni (Sibiu County, Romania), a relatively little-known Transylvanian locality but
with a complex historical trajectory shaped at the intersection of Romanian, Hungarian,
Saxon, Roma, Jewish, and —distinctively — Armenian identities. The study traces the
settlement’s evolution in urban and architectural stages, from its earliest attestation in 1332
as Ibasfalau / Eppeschdorf/ Ebesfalva to its present status as an administrative town, standing
in the interval 1848-1964, within the limits of which it proposes a reinterpretation of local
history through the prism of interculturality.

The core argument asserts the intrinsic value of Dumbraveni’s architectural heritage
as both a material and symbolic palimpsest, reflecting centuries of ethnic and confessional
coexistence. Central to this analysis is the Armenian cultural legacy and the formative role of
the community that founded the modern town, elevating it in 1786 to the rank of royal free
city under the name Elisabethopolis (Elisabetopol / Erzsébetvaros / Elisabethstadt).

The thesis analyses how the progressive decline of the Armenian community —
accelerated after 1848-1849, following the defeat of the Hungarian anti-Habsburg revolution
(in which Armenians actively participated) and further intensified, during the 20th century, by
emigration and assimilation — was compensated by an organic process of cultural absorption,
generating an intercultural landscape in which identities overlapped and were successively
reconfigured.

Methodologically, the research is based on interdisciplinarity: history, art history, urban
archaeology, sociology, cultural heritage and intercultural studies. A distinctive contribution
is the creation of the Topographical Inventory of Dumbraveni, an extensive research tool
designed to identify, document, and contextualize buildings of historical and architectural
value. Initiated in 1996 within the Romanian—German project Denkmaltopographie
Siebenbiirgen, this inventory informed nearly three decades of continuous research and
engagement with the town’s cultural heritage

The study acknowledges limitations, particularly the restricted access to the archival
collection “City Hall of Dumbraveni” (held at the Alba County National Archives).

The subtitle, 4 History of Interculturality signals an epistemological orientation:
the town i1s examined as a space of intercultural encounters, where architecture and urban
structure function as material witnesses of the interactions among communities.

Chapter I — Dumbraiveni in Contemporary Researches

The first chapter positions my own research within the broader historiographical and
scientific context, emphasizing the disproportion between the attention given to Dumbraveni
compared to the other Armenian settlements in Transylvania, especially to Gherla.

The thesis argues that this imbalance stems from the rapid demographic decline of the
Armenian population (already assimilated, by their own will, to the Hungarian population),
at the end of the nineteenth century being quickly compensated by the increase in the number



of Saxons who settled in Dumbraveni, determined the early absorption of the locality into
the cultural sphere of the Saxon colonization area, without however being able to bring it to
the same level of interest as that granted to the neighbouring medieval burgs, Sighisoara and
Medias or to the villages with fortified churches south of the Tarnava Mare river.

Consequently, despite possessing a heritage density comparable to Gherla,
Dumbraveni has long since faded from collective memory as an Armenian town. A telling
example is George Calinescu’s 1956 expression of astonishment at the monumental scale of
the Armenian-Catholic church, which he erroneously attributed to the Saxons.

The thesis thus reclaims Dumbraveni’s predominantly Armenian heritage, challenging
the premise of the Denkmaltopographie Siebenbiirgen project (1996), which classified
the locality as a “Saxon settlement”. This reclassification emerged specifically from the
application of the German topographical inventory method, which subsequently oriented
the dissertation’s focus toward intercultural reinterpretation.

Internationally, the research aligns with the European project Armenians in East-
Central Europe (2008-2013), led by the University of Leipzig and the Pazmany Péter
Catholic University in Budapest. This project revitalized interest in Armenian heritage across
the region and produced a significant corpus of archival, bibliographic, and cataloguing
work, published in the series Armenier im ostlichen Europa — Armenians in Eastern Europe.

Notably, historian Kovacs Balint “released” and contributed to the cataloguing of both
the Library and the Archive of the Armenian Catholic Church in Dumbréaveni (2011), while
architect Maté Tamdaska’s volume Armenian Townscapes in Transylvania (2018) analysed
the Armenian urban landscape of Gherla, Dumbraveni, Gheorgheni and Frumoasa through
a synthesis of Eastern and Western architectural influences. Tamaska extensively cites my
earlier study (2010), recognising the topographical inventory method as a reference model
for research on Transylvanian Armenian heritage.

The contact point with this project was my participation in the Conference “Erdélyi
ormény varosképek orokségvédelme” [“Protection of the Landscapes of Armenian Cities in
Transylvania], organized at the “Pazmany Péter” Catholic University, Budapest, on May
2, 2019, where I communicated on “Protection of the Cultural Landscape of the City of
Dumbraveni”.

Therefore, the first chapter aims to demonstrate that the thesis is not an isolated
endeavour, but a Romanian contribution to a European debate on the Armenian cultural
heritage and the dynamics of urban Interculturality in Central and Eastern Europe.

Chapter II — History and Monographs of the City (Armenian, Saxon, Romanian)

This chapter constitutes the historiographic core of the thesis, presenting in a synoptic
manner the main documentary sources and monographs dedicated to Dumbraveni.

The fundamental work remains the Szabad kirdlyi Erzsébetvaros monografidja
[“Monography of the Free Royal City of Elisabetapolis”] (1896), published by the Armenian-
Catholic parish priest Avedik Lukéacs on the occasion of the Hungarian Millennium, a text
considered to this day the most extensive and rigorous description of the city. The monograph
also includes the transcription of 21 essential historical documents — “documents and
fragments from the city archive, (...) through authenticated copies” (Avedik, L., Monografia,

p. 58).



The thesis examines the successive translations, editions and interpretations of Avedik
Lukécs’s monograph: the German version signed by Roland Honig (2001), aus sdchsischer
Sicht (“from a Saxon perspective”); the republishing, in Budapest, in 2004; the translation
into Romanian (2014), which made the text accessible to a wider audience, but contains
numerous differences in the understanding of the original meaning, making it necessary for
references to cite both editions (Hungarian and Romanian); the contributions of the historian
Gheorghe Togan, author of a monograph of the town (1980), which remains unpublished,
as does the work Date monografice ale orasului Dumbraveni (1974), with contributions by
professors Radu Tempianu, Magdalena Szempeteri, Gheorghe Togan, and Emil Laurentiu.

The comparative analysis of these sources demonstrates that each monograph
functions as an expression of collective identity and selective memory, thereby providing an
analytical framework for studying Interculturality as a dynamic interpretative process rather
than a mere chronological compilation of data.

Chapter III — The Town’s History Encapsulated in Its Built Heritage

This is the dissertation’s most analytically dense chapter, exploring the interplay
between social history and urban form.

The chapter reviews heritage protection practices in Dumbraveni and Gherla,
underscoring their exceptional urban development as eighteenth-century royal free cities.
Despite economic decline in the communist and post-communist eras, both towns possess
remarkably preserved architectural ensembles, owing in part to prolonged economic
stagnation.

In contrast to Gherla — whose entire Armenian urban ensemble is today protected
— Dumbraveni benefits from legal protection for only four individually listed monuments,
despite having been similarly represented in the 1905 Hungarian Monument List. The thesis
explains this discrepancy through institutional, administrative, and political factors.

A case study on the lost early-sixteenth-century Roman-Catholic church of Ebesfalva
(Today’s Dumbraveni) illustrates the fragility of heritage when exposed to shifting regimes
and ideologies. Demolished in 1918 despite its listing as a historical monument, the church’s
disappearance underscores the limitations of archival, cartographic, and legal frameworks,
reinforcing the necessity of the topographical inventory method.

Despite such losses, the fundamental urban structure of Dumbraveni remains
remarkably intact, and the high density of historically significant buildings supports the
proposal for a Protected Built Zone through the General Urban Plan.

Chapter IV — The House with the Madona Claudiopolitana: An Architectural
Image of Interculturality

This chapter presents a central case study illustrating how Interculturality materializes
in architecture and iconography.

The “House with the Madona Claudiopolitana” stands out among eighteenth-century
houses in the town’s central square through its facade niche containing a statue of the Virgin
Mary — one of the numerous replicas of the miraculous weeping icon from Nicula. Transferred
from this orthodox church to the piarist church in Cluj (Claudiopolis), the image became a
powerful symbol of Catholic reinstatement after the Reformation, yet it has continued to be



venerated across all Christian denominations in the region.

In Dumbraventi, its placement on a civilian facade signals a deliberate act of identity
assertion. The chapter also undertakes a corrective effort, demonstrating that scholarly
literature has consistently, but erroneously, placed the image within the Armenian-Catholic
Church.

The Madona Claudiopolitana thus emerges as a symbol of cultural mediation: a
shared Christian representation integrated into a multi-ethnic urban setting.

Chapter V — Inventory of Historical Monuments in Dumbraveni

This chapter synthesises the results of long-term fieldwork documenting Dumbraveni’s
built heritage. Initiated in 1996 and continued after 2007, the inventory revealed over 200
buildings of historical and architectural significance — an extraordinary discrepancy in
comparison with the mere five officially listed monuments.

The topographical inventory, developed according to the German methodological
model, includes detailed descriptions of 200 buildings, organised alphabetically by street,
covering historical street nomenclature, chronology, associated individuals and events,
architectural typology, conservation state, property status, and photographic documentation.

The inventory thus functions as cartography of urban memory, enabling not only
spatial localisation but also the reconstruction of the social and cultural networks that shaped
the town.

Its findings directly informed the General Urban Plan, which expanded the proposed
Protected Built Zone to encompass the entire historic centre (approx. 60 ha), justified by
structural coherence, architectural density, and multi-ethnic representativeness.

Conclusions

The topographical inventory method proved essential for accurately identifying the
locations associated with key historical events, often differently interpreted by Armenian,
Romanian and Saxon monographic traditions. For instance, it allowed precise identification
of the building used by Stephan Ludwig Roth as imperial commissioner during the 1848—
1849 Revolution, despite conflicting sources.

By recording the accumulations and transformations of Dumbraveni’s history as
expressed through its architecture, the inventory has become a tool not only for historical
understanding but also for heritage protection, formalised through its integration into the
General Urban Plan.

Scientific Contribution

The thesis offers significant contributions in three principal directions:

1. Original documentation of Dumbraveni’s built heritage through the creation of a
comprehensive topographical inventory;

2. The conceptual introduction of interculturality into urban and architectural analysis;

3. The integration of local research into the broader European discourse on Armenian
studies and cultural heritage preservation.
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